
How-to guide: make a DIY cat bed from an old jumper
How does this meet 
cats’ needs?
Cats love their naps and sleep for 
about 16 hours a day! They feel 
safest snoozing in quiet, warm 
and comfortable spots, and they 
appreciate having options.  
While you could buy a cat bed, 
cats are often just as happy with 
a DIY alternative. With this simple 
craft, you can turn an old sweater 
into a cosy, personal bed that 
might just become your cat’s 
favourite nap spot.

Instructions

1. Gather your materials

Collect everything you’ll need to make this cosy bed for your cat.

2. Close up the collar

Stitch the collar of the sweater securely to create a snug boundary.

3. Stuff the sleeves

Fold over the ends of the sleeves, secure them with a safety pin,  
and fill each sleeve with the stuffing of your choice.

Difficulty level:  
Medium

Time to make:  
About an hour

• An old sweater

• Filling (wadding or foam pieces)

• Scissors

• Safety pin

• Wool or cotton thread

• Darning needle

Materials

4. Connect the sleeves

Insert the right sleeve into the left sleeve, then stitch them together 
tightly to form a connected loop.



5. Shape the bed

Fold the body of the sweater inward to create a round  
or oval bed shape, as shown in the reference photo.

6. Secure the bottom

Stitch along the bottom of the sleeves to keep everything in place.

7. Ready for rest!

Place the bed in a cosy spot and invite your cat to curl up and enjoy!

Tip for keeping your 
cat safe and cosy: 
If your cat has a habit of 
chewing wool, then this 
jumper bed is probably not 
suitable for them. Also, as 
with all fabric beds, check 
it regularly for damage, to 
ensure there is no risk of your 
cat being injured.

How to use this within your Stream for Cats

• Crafting is a fantastic way to engage your audience while  
supporting cats in need. 

• By raising funds and raising awareness through your content, you’ll 
be making a direct impact on the lives of the thousands of cats and 
kittens that come into our care every year. 

• Share your event on platforms like X (Twitter), Instagram, Facebook 
and TikTok. Tag us on @CatsProtection and @StreamForCats  
or use the hashtag #StreamForCats, so we can share your efforts!

Contact us
cats.org.uk/stream-for-cats

stream@cats.org.uk

Join us on discord  
discord.com/invite/Erg9wt5jWk

https://discord.com/invite/Erg9wt5jWk

